Minutes of the Blackburn Rovers Fans’ Forum

Ewood Park, Monday 12th January 2009 – 7.15pm

Present – Fans’ Forum



Present from BRFC

Martin Howarth 




Tom Finn


Neil Duckworth




Greg Coar
Simon Leigh







John Wareing 







Mark Hitchen









Pauline Perkins

Duncan Gardiner

Julie Wilkinson

Ray Williamson

Tristan Stock

David Brown

Phil Johnson

Ian Filbin

Gordon Ormerod

Andy Neil

Guy Wignall

Glenn Pegden

Apologies

John Billouin

Steve Birtwell

1.
Matters Arising from the last meeting 1st December 2008


a) Match Escorts

ND asked whether there had been any change in the policy of not having match escorts with players on matchdays. TF responded that there was no change planned except that there would be escorts for the Newcastle match as this was a pre-arranged group.


b) Liverpool Away Match


Following the last meeting the club had contacted Liverpool who had appreciated the fans request and stated that they would come back to the club once they had finalised plans for the match.


c) Sale of Away Tickets

TF stated that away tickets will generally be on sale at weekend home matches rather than going on sale on the following Monday.


d) Club Shop

GO asked about difficulty a friend had had in obtaining large away shirts. TF undertook to check – he was aware of possible problems with large child sizes but not large adult.

2.
Atmosphere Initiatives

The meeting considered a number of initiatives being taken to improve atmosphere on match days. GC stated that the club would shortly be writing to current season ticket holders in the area being considered for unreserved seating from next season to gather their views on the idea before season ticket plans were made for the 2009/10 season.

The club had given out 5,000 blowhorns for the Stoke game. These had been successful before the game but were not greatly used during the game, probably because the atmosphere at this match was good anyway. Drums were also re-introduced for the Manchester City game with the mascots, using “professional” drummers. This had been problematic as it had been difficult to keep a beat in the mascot costumes, but the club would continue with this.

PJ asked whether the club could sell tickets to away fans in the upper tier first to reduce the impact they make at matches. TF replied that it would leave large areas of unsold seats on TV screens, would create security issues for the police and would be more difficult for catering. TF added that all recent managers have been comfortable with the club allowing large numbers of away fans in the Darwen End as it improves the overall atmosphere and home team’s performances.

3.
Club Shop Promotions

GC reported on the seasonal shop in the town centre. This had been a one-off opportunity at the request of Blackburn Council as part of a Winter Wonderland in front of the old Town Hall. Both ticketing and merchandising operations had been set up and had provided good exposure for the club although it had not taken a lot of money. The club was keen to set up a permanent outlet in the town centre but needed to find the right location.

4.
2009/10 and 2010/11 Shirts

TF reported that the club were still on schedule with Umbro to launch the 2009/10 away shirts before the end of the current season and the home shirt in July. Whilst the club could not reveal the designs for 2009/10 TF confirmed that names and numbers would be in red next season.

The club and Umbro were also now starting to consider options for shirts for 2010/11 and would welcome fans’ input. SL and RW reiterated a general fans’ view that it would be good to have the away shirt as a halved shirt to reinforce the Rovers “brand”. 

MarkH asked whether it would be possible for the club to announce which kit the team would be wearing at away matches so that fans could wear the relevant shirt. TF undertook to look into this.

5.
Club Flag

MH confirmed that he now has enough volunteers and was ready to trial rolling the flag across the Blackburn End Lower. It was agreed that it would be used for the Newcastle game.

6.
Future Fans Events

Following the success of the players evening in November, the club were keen to organise more. One event was likely to be with Sam Allardyce and Keith Hackett had also offered to come for another event. Former players may well also be invited and in particular Gordon Taylor was mentioned as being both a former player and Chief Executive of the PFA.

7.
Former Players Association

TF reported that a Former Players Association was in the process of being set up, both for social events and for fundraising for players needing help. The club have contacts for about 150 former players but were keen to make contact with more, particularly those from more than 20 years ago. If any fans know how to contact former players they should contact Ken Beamish at the club.

8.
Land Behind Darwen End

TF stated that the club hoped to commence use of the land very shortly and planned to use it in the short to medium term for car parking. Parking would in the first instance at least be available on a first come first served basis at £5 a car.

9.
Free Coaches to Away Matches

MH asked whether the club would consider providing free coaches to one or more away games this season. TF responded that they would do this for at least one game and were considering either Hull or Stoke. JohnW suggested that the club also consider Middlesbrough as this was the match that was the least attractive of the three to fans as Hull and Stoke were new grounds for the majority of fans.

10.
Any Other Business


a) Fulham Game Postponement 

TF stated that the postponement of the Fulham game was not the fault of the referee, who was not aware of an issue until he arrived at the ground, it would obviously have been prudent for Fulham to have arranged for an earlier inspection. The match was unlikely to be rearranged before March and the club were in discussion with Fulham concerning travel arrangements for Rovers fans.


b) Emblems on Corner Flags

GO asked what had happened to the club crest on corner flags. There was a widespread belief that the club had the right to display it’s crest on corner flags after winning the FA Cup for three seasons in succession, but this appeared not to be true. It was actually against   FA rules to have any adornment on corner flags and TF undertook to raise with the Premier league the issue of other clubs who were displaying their crests.


c) Ticket Purchase

GO stated that he had been advised by a fan that he had been unable to buy four tickets together for the Manchester City game – the ticket office would not sell him more than three at once. TF responded that if true, this should not have happened.


d) Stuart Howson

GO reported that former player Stuart Howson had broken his leg playing for Bamber Bridge and he wondered whether the club could help in fundraising for him, by perhaps sending a reserve team to play a match there. TF undertook to check whether this would be possible.


e) Blues Club Crest

ND asked why the club crest at the entrance to Blues had been covered up. TF replied that it had actually been removed as it was cracking and  beyond  repair.


f) Club Pennant

MarkH asked why the club had not given Blyth Spartans a club pennant before the recent cup game. TF replied that they had presented one in the Boardroom before the game.

g) Express Bars

TS asked for clarification as to whether drinks had to be bought with vouchers or whether cash was possible at express bars in the Blackburn End. Different approaches had been taken at different matches. TF responded that it was a training issue for inexperienced staff but clarified that both vouchers and cash would be accepted form now on.

11.
Date of Next Meeting

Monday 23rd February 2009 at 7.15 p.m

Forum members will hold an agenda setting meeting in the Fernhurst pub on Monday 16th February at 7.15 p.m.

Members should contact John Wareing at roversfansforum@hotmail.com or on 07984 085474 with any queries about the Forum or to give their apologies if they cannot attend a meeting. 

2009 Forum Dates

7th April  - note changed date

1st June

27th July

7th September

19th October

30th November

